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Pedro Meier's Encounter with »The Vespa Artist« Inson 


Wongsam in Lamphun, Thailand — A Journey Beyond Borders 


Pedro Meier — Atelier Inson Wongsam Thai National Artist 
This is the living legend who travelled solo by scooter Vespa from Bangkok to Italy in 1963 
Photo - Lamphun, Thailand — ca. 1985 
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In the vibrant town of Lamphun, Thailand, an extraordinary meeting 
took place in 1985 between Swiss-Thai artist Pedro Meier and the 
renowned artist Inson Wongsam, also known as "The Vespa Artist". 
This encounter brought together two visionary individuals who had 


embarked on extraordinary artistic Journeys across the globe. 


Pedro Meier, a Swiss-Thai artist and writer, has made his home in a 
jungle studio nestled along the idyllic Gulf of Siam. Surrounded by 
the enchanting beauty of mangroves, lianas, coconut palms, and the 
ever-present symphony of buzzing mosquitoes, Meier has found 
solace and inspiration in this vibrant natural setting. His work as a 
multimedia artist and writer reflects his deep connection to nature and 
the rich tapestry of Thai culture. Like Inson Wongsam, Meier is an art 
nomad, a wanderer who has traversed the world in search of creative 


inspiration. 


Inson Wongsam, an artist who captured the essence of adventure and 
freedom, embarked on an exhilarating journey on his Vespa, riding 
from Thailand to Paris and venturing further into the heart of Europe. 
His bold artistic creations, influenced by the mobility and spirit of the 
Vespa, earned him international acclaim and recognition. Wongsam's 
art became an emblem of artistic innovation, encapsulating the 


excitement and liberation experienced on the open road. 
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The meeting between Pedro Meier and Inson Wongsam was a 
convergence of creative souls, a merging of artistic visions and shared 
experiences. Engaging in spirited conversations, they exchanged 
ideas, inspirations, and tales of their artistic journeys. Their 
discussions ranged from cultural encounters to the intricacies of the 


creative process, further igniting their passion for artistic exploration. 


During this encounter, not only did Meier and Wongsam exchange 
thoughts and insights, but they also shared practical knowledge and 
techniques. This collaboration pushed the boundaries of their artistic 
expressions, broadening their horizons and challenging their artistic 
processes. The exchange of ideas and experiences between these two 
artists sparked a wave of inspiration that would shape their future 


works. 


Furthermore, it is worth highlighting Pedro Meier's remarkable 
voyage on the Trans-Siberian Railway. This legendary train journey 
carried him from Europe through the captivating landscapes of Russia, 
with the breathtaking shores of Lake Baikal as a highlight, until finally 
reaching his beloved Thailand. As a railway aficionado, Meier's 
travels through Europe, Asia, the USA, South Pacific, Australia, and 
Latin America have become an integral part of his artistic identity. 


The ever-changing landscapes, cultures, and people he encountered 
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along these journeys have deeply influenced his art, enriching it with 


diverse motifs and themes. 


Pedro Meier's experiences as an art nomad, embracing the freedom of 
movement and exploration, have allowed him to discover new 
perspectives and create unique artistic expressions. His unwavering 
passion for art and the constant pursuit of inspiration have taken him 
to the far corners of the world, capturing the essence of his 


experiences and translating them into captivating artistic creations. 


The encounter between Pedro Meier and Inson Wongsam stands as a 
testament to the power of connection, inspiration, and shared artistic 
journeys. Both artists continue to leave an indelible mark on the art 
world, embodying the spirit of adventure and creativity in their 
respective works. Their stories serve as a reminder of the infinite 
possibilities that arise when art, travel, and personal expression 
intertwine, bridging cultures, transcending borders, and inspiring 


future generations of artists. 


This article is based on texts on Pedro Meier by journalists: 
Keith Mundy - Bernard Trink - Roger Crutchley — Journalists at Bangkok Post 


Kir 
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Inson Wongsam Thai Artist — with scooter Vespa on the way to Europe 
The Never-Eending Scooter Journey 
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Fly with Me to Another World — Lamphun 
Inson Wongsam Thai Artist — The Never-ending Scooter Journey 
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Inson Wongsam - Atelier Art Gallery — Lamphun 
Thai National Artist Since 1999 
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Inson Wongsam - the Vespa now in the museum - with this Vespa he drove from Thailand to 
Italy 
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Inson Wongsam with his Vespa in Multan, Pakistan, 1964 
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Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist — Studio — Atelier — on the Gulf of Siam, Thailand 
Writing - reading - painting 
Photo 1990 
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Pedro Meier — Atelier Bang Sae 
Golf von Siam —- Thailand — 1983 


Pedro Meier - In his Studio, Atelier — Bang Saen on the Gulf of Siam 
Thailand — 1983 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist — newspaper article in »Bangkok Post« — »The Swiss 
synthesiser« — Narai Gallery Bangkok — Paintings »Scenes of Thailand« — 
Opening speech by Mr. Andre Regli, Cultural Attach&, Embassy of Switzerland Bangkok 
Thailand — September 7. 1986 
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Pedro Meier — Dschungel-Atelier - am Golf von Siam — Thailand — Bang Saen Beach, 
Provinz Chonburi — 1978-1988 
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Pedro Meier — Atelier Thailand-Gulf of Siam — Beach Bang Saen — 1978-1988 
Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer 
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BANGKOK POST SATURDAY NOVEMBER 11, 1989 


THE TRINK 


Below: One of Swiss artist Pedro Meier's exhibition 
of paintings, November 13-17, outsidethelert 
Wanalai Grand Ballroom in the basement of the 
Hilton International Bangkok. Have a look-see. 


Bernard Trink — Solo Painting Exhibition By Swiss Expatriate Pedro Meier, Nai Lert Park 
Gallery at Hilton — Bernard Trinks legendary Nite Owl column. 
The Trink Page — Bangkok Post, 11.11.1989 
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Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist Exhibition — Nailert Park Gallery, Hilton, Bangkok, Thailand 
Fireworks in Bangkok - Invitation Card Vernissage 1989 
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Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist — Alfred Pawlin Visual Dhamma Gallery — Bangkok, Thailand 
Artists Space Chatuchak Market — Photo 1987 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist — with Thai Artist friends — outer left Thai contemporary 
visual artist Vasan Sitthiket — Photo Around 1980 — Faculty of Arts, Silpakorn University 
Bangkok 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist — with Thai contemporary visual artist Vasan Sitthiket — 
Chatuchak Sunday Market — »Gallery Artists Space« — Bangkok — Photo 1980 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist — Exhibition — »The Swiss synthesiser« 
Narai Gallery Bangkok — Paintings — »Scenes of Thailand« 
Opening speech by Mr. Andre Regli, Cultural Attach&, Embassy of Switzerland Bangkok 
Thailand — September 7. 1986 
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EXTRA BANGKOK POST SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12, 1989 


Swiss images of Thailand 


WHEN Pedro Meier first set foot on Thai soil 
in 1969, little did he realise that 20 years later 
Ihe would be holding his second exhibition of 
[Thai paintings in Bangkok. 

Yet like many visitors to this country, 
Pedro felt an attachment to Thailand that 
eventually blossomed into creativity through 


extensively. 
An indication of his travel lust is reflected 


friend. Chedi In Chlang Ral. 

In fact it was not until the end ofthe ne 
Seventies that he began to paint. After and set up another studio in Lucerne. the beginning of his book, “Pedro.” 
travelling throughout Thailand, Pedro felt In 1986, Pedro’s hard work came to Life — I hunt it, to catch it with Colours — 
the urge to reflect his images of the country he fruition when he held his first exhibitions in trying not to create lifelike paintings 
was becoming increasingly attached to Thailand and Switzerland. More exhibitions but paintings which pulse with a life of their 
through painting. Picking up the brush he felta followed in Asia and Europe. own. 
natural affinity to oils and after that, there After 10 years Pedro had produced almost This is the way I most paint — and live... 
was no stopping him. 1,000 paintings, many of which were created in DOO 

Establishing a studio at Baeng Saen, for his current Swiss studio in Aarburg. An exhibition of selected paintings by 
the next three years Pedro was prolific, which Pedro has a very personal style that Pedro Meier begins tomorrow at 6 p.m. outside 
he attributes primarily to the relaxed cannot be categorised. Indeed, he does not the Lert Wanalai Grand Ballroom in the 
lifestyle ofthe Thai people and their natural believe in rigid classifications in art and basement of the Hilton International. The 
friendliness. He still managed to find time to feels the paintings should speak for themselves. exhibition, which is part ofthe SWISSTECH 
commute between Switzerland and Thailand Ifhe has a philosophy, it can be found in ’89, will be on show until 4 p.m. on Friday. 


Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist — newspaper article by Roger Crutchley — »Swiss Images of 
Thailand« — Nai Lert Park Gallery at Hilton, Bangkok 
Bangkok Post — November 12, 1989 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin — Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin (far right) — Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin — Guitar Vasan Sitthiket 
Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 


In the foreground — back to the camera — Pedro Meier 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin 
Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 


From thr left: — Chalermchai Kositpipat — Chumpon Apisuk — Vasan Sitthiket — Visual 
Dhamma Gallery — Alfred Pawlin — Soi Asok — Bangkok 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin 
Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin 
Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 


On the far left: Vasan Sitthiket __ ------------------ to the far right: Pedro Meier 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Exhibition — Visual Dhamma Gallery Bangkok — 
curator Alfred Pawlin 
Opening 1991 — Bangkok — Thailand 


In the foreground — back to the camera — Pedro Meier 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and Writer — Solo-Exhibition — Narai Gallery Bangkok 
With students from Silpakorn University and Chulalongkorn University Bangkok 
Exhibition opening — September 7, 1986 — Bangkok, Thailand 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist and writer — jungle studio — Atelier on the Gulf of Siam 
Thailand-Photo around 1986 
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Mr. Markus J. Peter, First Secretary of the Embassy of Switzerland in Bangkok — Mr. Andre 
Regli, Cultural Attach& — Mrs. Mahawat Manager — Mr. Pichet Nithivasin General Manager — 
Pedro Meier Swiss multimedia artist — Solo-Exhibition opening 1986 Narai Gallery Bangkok 


Opening speech by Mr. Andre Regli, Cultural Attach&, Embassy of Switzerland Bangkok 
(2nd from right) 
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Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist und Schriftsteller — Ausstellung in Bangkok — Thailand 
Bericht in Thailändischer Zeitung — » BAN MUENG « - Bangkok, March, 16. 1991 
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Bernard Trink, journalist Bangkok Post — At the opening solo-exhibition by Pedro Meier 
Multimedia Artist and writer — "Thai landscapes seen by the eyes of a Swiss painter" — 
Narai Gallery — Bangkok Thailand — 1986 
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Guest of Honor -— Madam Mom Rajawongse Seni Pramoj — Mom Rajawongse Seni Pramoj 
was three times the prime minister of Thailand and brother of Kukrit Pramoj, Siam Rath — 
Bangkok 
Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist — Solo-Exhibition — "Thai landscapes seen by the eyes of a 
Swiss painter" — Narai Gallery — Bangkok 
Opening speech by Mr. Andre Regli, Cultural Attach&, Embassy of Switzerland Bangkok 

1986 
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Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist — Koh Samui Golf of Siam, Thailand 
Art Work by © Pedro Meier Multimedia Artist und Schriftsteller 
Oil painting — um 1985 
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A SWISS artist has of- 
fered a 10,000 baht 
reward with no questions 
asked for Ihe safe return 
of three paintings which 
he says he ‘''highly 
values’ but are of no ap- 
parent worth for anyone 
else. 

The three works were 
missing from the 
Sukhumvit Soi 13 studio 
of artist Pedro Meier 
when he returned home a 
month ago after a visit to 
the United States and 
Europe. 

"] waited so long 
because I wanted to make 
sure that it was no prank 
being pulled on me by a 
friend,'' he told the 
Bangkok Post yesterday. 

Meier said he had not 
reported the matter to 
police because he fears 
the paintings will be 
destroyed, nor told his 
landlord ''who could 


begin blami his 
employees, upsetting 
them." 


"The paintings are of 
no value to a thief but to 
me they are a work which 


One of the mlasing 


ltreasure,” he said. "AUT 
want is for them to be 
returned.”" 

He said the paintings 
can be delivered to the 
Bangkok Post offices and 
the reward money paid 
through the newspaper 


v a 


Meier in his studio 


palntinge 


x 


so as notto embarrass 
whoever is responsible. 

Meier wants the 
paintings to display at an 
exhibition to be held in 
Europe next month. He is 
to leave this week with 50 
paintings. 


Pedro Meier Swiss-Thai Artist — True Crime — Kunstraub — Mystery crime story about Pedro 
Meier oil paintings — A SWISS artist has offered a 10'000 baht reward. Artist wants his 
paintings back — Roger Crutchley, Bangkok Post, 14.8.1981 
Elephant Press — Bankok Noir — Art Robbery 
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